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Introduction

Kortik Tepe (37°48°51.90” N, 40°59°02.02”E) is the first early Holocene site of
southeastern Turkey that has yielded 418 single and some double burials and 114 round
architectural structures until 2009 (Ozkaya 2009). The excavations led by Prof. Dr. Vecihi
Ozkaya of Dicle University, Diyarbakar, are part of a large salvage program. They began
in 2000 and have continued to the present (Ozkaya 2004; Ozkaya and San 2007; Ozkaya
and Coskun 2007; Ozkaya and Coskun 2008). From July 20 to August 16 2009 we had
the opportunity to take part in these important excavations and to collect archaeobo-
tanical and anthropological samples.! In order to compare the ecological changes in the
region with the development of Kortik Tepe social structure, it was first necessary to
provide a reliable site chronology. With this aim in mind, four stratigraphic profiles were
studied (Fig. 1). These include the two eastern profiles of Trenches A80 and A84, which
are 6.40 m and 3.20 m long, respectively. Trenches A80 and A84 were excavated down to
-300 cm, with a deep sounding (~1m?) in Trench A80 dug down to 5.25 m. Two additional
smaller profiles were studied from Trench A61 and Trench A84. The Profiles of A80 and
A84 provided samples for radiocarbon dating. Altogether 12 *C-ages have now been
processed at the Laboratory of lon Beam Physics of the ETH Zurich and in this report we

present first results of their stratigraphic analysis.?
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BP CalPal (version 2007)
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3 - CalPal calibration curve 2007 ]
= - combinded data of Seattle and Heidelberg Intcal04 calibration curve B
- —— Kortik radiocarbon data 2009 ]
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Fig. 7: Wiggle maiching ) 07 of all dates of Kortik Tepe. Gaps have becn averaged

according to stratigraph: s i 1 d separate wiggle matching of Trenches A0 and A 84.
An average standard d--intn o 41 calyis for positioning of the dated samples on the Early Ho-
locene radiocarbon pla-czg fow been caleulaied by Monto Carlo statistics.
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